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A PROPER CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 


All over the Church voices are being raised questioning the wisdom 
of celebrating the centennial of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., in 1961. 
It has almost become a slogan: no one celebrates a divorce. One church 
paper has vigorously opposed the choice of the particular church where 
the denomination was born as the proper place to celebrate its proud cen- 
tennial. This paper sees something shameful in the fact that the separation 
occurred which gave us birth. It fears that if the Centennial Committee 
chooses Augusta, the celebration will become “A Feast of the Bloody 


Shirt.” 


Wait a minute! 


Wasn’t 1776 a time of divorce! Is there anything wrong in celebrating 
the 4th of July? Does anyone consider such celebrations today slanderous 
of Great Britain? 


Wasn't 1517 a time of divorce? Are these voices in our Church de- 
ploring the celebration of Reformation Day? 


Do we wrong in calubration! Easter because it marked the passing of 
the Jewish Church? 


What’s wrong with celebrating the birth of a nation—or of a Church? 
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ORIAL 


Worship of the Tree and Its Fruit 


Disobedience ts the very root of sin, dis- 
obedience to the holy will of God. Our minds, 
hearts and wills are permeated with this re- 
bellion and influenced by its effects. 


In his scathing denunciation of the wilful 
sinner Paul says: “Because that, when _ they 
knew God, they glorified him not as God, 
neither were thankful; but became vain in their 
imaginations, and their foolish heart was dark- 
ened. Professing themselves to be wise, they 
became fools, and changed the glory of the 
uncorruptible God into an image made like 
to corruptible man...” 


This folly has never ceased. 


Today, the interests and affections of men 
are centered on that which has been created, 
rather than on the Creator; on the tree and 
its fruit rather than the One who made the 
tree; on the works of man rather than those 
unseen things which last for eternity. 


Unregenerate man is utterly naive, blind to 
the fact that the world’s philosophy is at com- 
plete enmity with God, and this blindness is 
only removed by the presence and work of the 
Holy Spirit. 


Living in a world alienated from God its 
Maker; having a sense of values centered in 
the temporal; and, blind to the evidences and 
claims of God on every hand, the unbeliever 
consciously or otherwise worships the works of 
his own hands, and of others like himself. 


Enamored with his own ingenuity man is 
an idolater, even while he may ridicule idolatry 
in the less sophisticated pagan. 


The picture of unregenerate man to be found 


in the Bible is not a pretty one. Made in the 
image of God! True, but the image has been 
so marred by sin that the works of Satan are 
to be seen on every hand. 
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seek to glorify and not ourselves. 


Paul paints a gloomy picture of the pagans 
of his dav: “Having the understanding dark- 
ened, being alienated from the life of God 
through the ignorance that is in them, because 
of the hardness of their heart: who being past 
feeling have given’ themselves over unto 
lascwwiousness, to work all uncleanness with 
greediness.” (Ephesians 4:18,19). 


Different from today? Not in the least, for 
the marvels of the atomic age have not changed | 
the hearts of men. They sin today in Washing- 
ton and New Delhi and Moscow in exactly 
the same way that they did in Ephesus in the 
first century. 


Rebellion against God. Disobedience to His 
holy commands is and has been the character- 
istic of men in every generation. The chief dif- 
ference between Washington (or any modern 
American city) in 1958 and Ephesus in A.D. 60 
is that we are sinning against a far greater 
light; against unparalleled opportunities to hear 
the Gospel; against the evidence of the Church 
and Christians all about us, so that our rebel- 
lion and disobedience are even more worthy 
of divine wrath and judgment. 

Man, by inheritance and by practice is a 
sinner, in rebellion against and disobedient 
to God. Only by a supernatural act can this 
process be reversed. Only by the intervention 
of God on man’s behalf can a change take 
place. Only by an act of the will (empowered 
by the Holy Spirit) can man repent of the past, 
confess his sins and turn to Jesus Christ for 
forgiveness and healing. 

When this takes place the object of worship 
undergoes a complete transformation - man 
worships God instead of himself. At the same 
time motive also changes - it is God whom we 


—L.N.B. 
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The Charlotte Crusade 


The results of the first week of Billy Graham's 
Charlotte Crusade are an indication of power— 
the power of prayer; the power of the Holy 
Spirit; the power of the Word of God. 7 


In many ways this Crusade seems particularly 
blessed, for not only were thousands praying 
for the meetings but there has been an unusual 
spirit of cooperation among the churches and 
on the part of the civic leaders of the city. 


Charlotte is one of the smallest cities in 
which a major crusade has been held and its 
impact is therefore being felt in ways not pos- 
sible in a larger city. Let some prominent local 
citizen make a decision for Christ and the entire 
city knows about it. The attendance ranging 
from 14,000 on the first Sunday to 17,000 the 
second Sunday (with more than 3,000 others 
turned away according to police estimate that 
second Sabbath) is, percentage wise, very high 
for the community and this means that the 
Gospel message is reaching into more homes of 
the area. 


The morning and evening newspapers are 
giving unprecedented coverage, the Charlotte 
Observer printing Mr. Graham’s entire sermon 
in the morning paper, along with numerous 
articles about the meetings, while the Charlotte 
News carries parts of the sermon and a number 
of other articles and human interest stories. 


The impact of the 11 - 11:15 TV program 
each night followed by one hour of telephone 
counselling (with 14 counsellors and phones) 
is increasingly felt. 


Each Saturday night the meeting is televized 
over 160 TV stations in America and Canada 
and many millions more are hearing the Gospel 
preached and receiving the inspiration which 
comes from seeing God at work. 


During the first week more than 3,000 made 
decisions for Christ. Among these were cer- 
tainly many church members but evangelical 
ministers are increasingly welcoming this evi- 
dence of spiritual interest, of rededication, and, 
in some instances of actual conversion among 
their members. Some are freely predicting that 
the greatest impact of the Charlotte Crusade 
will be a revival in the churches and this will 


_ carry on to a deepening of the spiritual life of 


the entire area. 


Some of the highlights of the first week in- 
cluded a word of greeting and a personal testi- 
mony from Mr. Charles Pitts, prominent busi- 
ness man of Toronto whose life was gloriously 
changed during the Crusade in that city several 
years ago. 


Another whose testimony made a profound 
effect was Mr. John French, prominent British 
actor, who was converted in London during Mr. 
Graham’s Wembley meetings and who is now 
giving all of his time to evangelistic work. 


On Friday night Governor Luther Hodges of 
North Carolina spoke a few words of greeting 
and of affectionate regard for the evangelist 
and recalled that he had shared with Mr. 
Graham in the dedication of the Charlotte 
Coliseum three years ago. 


As this is being written the second week of 
the Crusade is getting under way and Mr. 
Graham emphasizes the need for Christians to 
continue to earnestly pray for this particular 
Crusade and for all men everywhere who are 
preaching the glorious Gospel of our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. 


“Lord, Save Me” 


This is the agonizing cry of Peter as he began 
to sink in the storm tossed: sea. It is a frequent 
cry on the lips of the Psalmist, “Save me for 
Thy mercy’s sake.” “Pull me out of the net.” 
“This poor man cried and the Lord heard him 
and saved him out of all his troubles.” “The 
Lord . . . saveth such as be of a contrite spirit.” 
“Restore unto me the joy of Thy Salvation.” 
“O LORD, I beseech Thee, deliver my soul.” 
This is the note that runs through Peter’s own 
personal experience and his Gospel preaching. 
“Whosoever shall call upon the name of the 
LORD shall be saved.” ‘To Him give all the 
prophets witness, that through His Name who- 
soever believeth in Him shall receive remission 
of sins.” 


Yet this is just the opposite of what liberal- 


ism teaches. And since the local United Liberal 
Church (Unitarian and Universalist) is press- 


ing again the notes of Liberalism in the col- 
umns of the Atlanta Journal, it is well for 
God’s people to be aware of the fundamental 
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fallacy of that movement. In one of his radio 
sermons, Dr. H. E. Fosdick, the prophet of 
American liberalism, compared the needy man 
to an auto that had run out of gas. The fun- 
damentalist came by and told the motorist that 
there was a filling station three-quarters of a 
mile down the road, let him put his foot in 
the road and walk there for gas. The old liberal 
came and told him that probably there was a 
filling station from half to a mile down the 
way; let him will to believe that to be so and 
as he exercised the will to believe he would 


probably find the gas. But, then, the new 


liberal came upon the scene and told the motor- 
ist to wait a moment while he investigated. 
After a bit of rummaging in the trunk among 
the baggage and tools, this New Liberal comes 
out with a gallon can of gas, pours it into the 
tank and bids the motorist to drive on. ‘The 
stalled motorist with the unfound can of gas 
in the trunk is like the needy soul. He only 
needs the New Liberal to remind him of the 
unsuspected resources of spiritual power in 
his own being. Since the thinking of this New 
Liberal is pantheistic, of course, these unsus- 
pected spiritual resources are God coming in 
through a natural way to aid the stalled engine. 


In answer to Liberalism’s illustration, we 
may well admit that often we conservatives 
have been a bit too cocksure about every detail 
of the Christian Gospel. Not everything in our 
theology is equally certain. But having made 
these and other admissions of our own limita- 
tions and mistakes and sins, we must emphati- 
cally repudiate the position of the New Liberal- 
ism. Peter did not find unsuspected spiritual 
resources in himself as he was sinking. Our Lord 
and Saviour reached out to Peter His hand, 
the hand that had healed the leper and given 
sight to the blind, the hand that was to be 
nailed to the Cross for our sins, the hand that 
Thomas was to handle in order to be sure 
that Jesus was his risen Lord and God. With 
this Almighty Hand, Jesus caught Peter, lifted 
him out of the angry waves and brought him 
into the ship. Peter was not saved from a watery 
grave by the unsuspected spiritual resources of 
his own personality, but by the hand of Him 
Who “alone spreadeth out the heavens and 
treadeth upon the waves of the sea.” 


Later when Peter denied that he knew Jesus, 
when he swore before the living God that he 
knew Him not, when he called on God to 
curse him if he were lying . . . Peter was not 
saved from his denials by his own unsuspected 
spiritual resources. He was saved because Jesus 
prayed for his conversion, because Jesus turned 
and looked at him, because the first message of 
the risen Jesus was, Go tell my disciples and 
Peter, because the risen Lord appeared first to 
Cephas, because when Peter said to the Pente- 
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costal multitude, “Whosoever shall call upon 
the Name of the Lord shall be saved,” he was 
speaking of what he had himself done, as well 
as quoting the prophet Joel. Let us sinners 
follow Peter rather than the New Liberal. 
Rather than look to our “unsuspected spiritual 
resources,” let us put all our trust in God our 
Saviour and let our cry ever be: 


Lord, save me. 3 
—W.C.R. 


Quemoy — A Principle 


The distance of the islands of Quemoy and. 
Matsu from Taiwan and their proximity to 
the mainland of Red China is being made the 
basis of a studied and mounting attack on the 
foreign policy of our government, particularly 
by some who would like to make this a 
political issue. 


This is unfortunate, for the location of these 
islands has nothing whatsoever to do with the 


principle for which Mr. Dulles and the Presi- 


dent are standing. 


The Red attack on these islands was pre- 
dicted by scores of men experienced in Com- 
munist methods the day it was known that 
Khruschev had flown to Peking for a conference 
with Mao. It is part of the tactics of aggression 
designed and executed by diabolically clever 
men, always aiming to keep us off balance and 
calculated each time to make us retreat just a 
little more. 


That many Americans have failed to see the 
implications of the present Red China attacks 
on Quemoy, and as a result of this failure join 
in a chorus of criticism against the administra- 
tion, plays directly into the hands of Communist 
plans for world domination. All of this is 
calculated to aid the Communists as they call 
the shots in this struggle for even our own 


national survival. 


Quemoy, as an island, is not worth risking a 
war over. But the principle involved is because 
to take any other course means a surrender to 
a continued aggression which will, if unchal- 
lenged and not stopped, eat away the will to 
stand throughout the entire free world. 


We are faced with an implacable foe and 
some day we must have a showdown with that 
foe or we will find ourselves destroyed. Far 
better to have that showdown now than later. 
The free world has witnessed the growing ex- 
pansion of world Communism, and all because 
we have assumed the Pollyanna philosophy that 
we can live with international gangsters on a 
basis of mutual respect and trust. 
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But, an all-out use of force right now will 
in all probability AVERT A WAR, rather than 
precipitate one. At present war is the last 
thing Russia wants and there are many who 
feel she would retreat in confusion rather than 


permit World War III to begin now. Her phil- 


osophy is - why should we fight when we are 
already winning by infiltration, subversion, in- 
trigue and through the moral and spiritual 


degeneration of Western society - and that with- 


out the use of a single Russian soldier, or the 
firing of a shot. 


The danger to America today does not lie 
in the area of a strong military stand against 
Communism in the Far East, with its accom- 
panying active support of General Chiang, Presi- 
dent Rhee and the few who dare resist Com- 
munism. America’s danger lies in the soften- 
ing of living, the lowering of ideals, and in 
the undercurrent of public opinion which is 
determined to have peace at any cost - even the 
cost of freedom itself. 


It is possible that in the face of the rising 


tide of public opinion against supporting the 
Chinese Nationalists on Quemoy our govern- 


ment may be forced to compromise. If so it 


will be one more step in the advance of world 
Communism. 


And .. . saddest of all . . . one more step in 


America’s deterioration. 
—L.N.B. 


Note—I am perfectly aware of the fact that the 
views expressed above may not be those of 
many good people; even perhaps of some 
members of the Board of this Journal. I 
therefore assume full personal responsibility 
for that which I have written. If I am wrong, 
time will tell. If I am right, time will also 
tell... but TOO LATE. | —L.N.B. 


Thinking God’s Thoughts 
After Him 


It has become popular to say that every 
man must do his own thinking. Of course, 
there is a measure of truth in this. One does 


not wish Fascist regimentation or Communist 


brain washing. One does not want a Vatican 
set up on Ponce de Leon in Atlanta to do 


the thinking for our Church. In the long run 


heteronomy is bad. And yet the fifth com- 
mandment and the way in which Moses taught 
Joshua and Paul Timothy show that the guid- 
ance of the elders for the youth is not to be 


despised. 


More fundamentally, the half error in the 


above statement is that ultimately, man is not. 
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sufficient to think out the problems that most 
concern him. We do not want heteronomy, but 


neither do we want autonomy. Rather we must 


ever seek THEONOMY. If a man lack wisdom, 
let him ask of God. Every thought ought to 
be brought into captivity to God. Thou wilt 
keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed 
on Thee. We have come to know God, or 
rather to be known of God. And we who now 
know in part look forward to that time when 
we shall know, even as we are known. Until 
then, our greatest consolation is that the Lord 
knoweth those that are His. My thoughts are 
not your thoughts, saith the Lord. But by His 
gracious revelation, Jesus Christ has made the 
core of these thoughts known for our salvation. 
May we become as little children in avidly re- 
ceiving the things given us of God—let us think 
God’s thoughts after Him. The essence of Cal- 
vinism — the most consistent Christian think- 
ing — is to seek to see everything (God, man, 
salvation, everlasting life, the Bible, the world) 
from the viewpoint of God. In all thy ways 
acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy paths 
for there are no mysteries to Him. 
—W.C.R. 


Access! 


At night I pray 
For China’s Christians, who even then 
Face guile and wrath of evil men 
And God who hears and answers prayer 
By His rich grace gives strength to bear. 


At dawn I pray 
For men and women as they go 
Beneath sin’s load and earthly woe 
And God who notes the sparrow’s fall 
In love and mercy hears that call. 


Amidst our work in every day 
We sense our need and turn to pray 

For wisdom, strength and Christian love 
And He who knows our every need 
In loving kindness stoops to heed 

And while we walk, we’re not alone 

For God is near, He knows his own. 


Beyond the realm of time and space 
Stands one whose name is Love and Grace 

Who in the person of His Son 

And that for us which He has done 
Has opened wide in His dear Name 
God’s gracious promises to claim. 


O God, whose sovereign powers extend 
Throughout all space, and have no end 
How great Thy love to every one 
That through the merits of Thy Son 
We come with boldness day by day 
And yield our burdens as we pray. 


—L.N.B. 
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The Acceptable Year 
of the Lord 


“To preach the acceptable year of the Lord” 


Behold now is the accepted time; now is the 
day of salvation. Today, if ye will hear his 
voice, harden not your hearts. We are living 
in the Day of Grace; the Day of Judgment may 
be “just around the corner.” Isaiah, in his 
prophecy goes on to speak of “the day of venge- 
ance of our God.” 


But the door is not shut as yet. The invita- 
tion is still to be given; Come, for all things 
are now ready. What a company will be 
gathered there! 


The poor will be there; beggars sitting at 
the table of the King. Those who have been 
made rich through the riches of His grace. 


The broken-hearted will be there, their 
hearts mended and singing the praises of the 
Great Physician. 


The captives who have been delivered from 
the bondage of sin and Satan, made free, the 
children of the King, heirs and joint-heirs with 
their Great Deliverer who has redeemed them 
with His own precious blood. 


The blind will be there, but no longer blind, 
their eyes being opened as they look upon the 
One who enlightened them. They shall behold 
Him whom they love and be satisfied. 


The ones who were like bruised reeds and 
smoking flax, for He never broke a bruised 
reed or quenched the smoking flax. He gently 
straightened the reed and fanned the smoke 
into a flame of love for the One who had 
mercy upon them. 


All those who have said “yes” to the Great 
Invitation, Come! They heard His voice and 
they came. 


Will you and I be there? Have we answered 
His call? 


What a privilege to say, Yes, Just as I am, I 
come. What a privilege to say to others, Come! 
—J.K.P. 


“Without Me Ye Can 
Do Nothing” 


Saint John quoted Jesus on the evening he 
was betrayed as saying: “Without me ye can 
do nothing.” This is a beautiful text and be- 
hind it is the grace, love and mercy of Our Lord. 


We are prone to think that we control des- 
tiny, a small part of the world, and pull strings 
to make things happen. We reward our friends 
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and punish our enemies as captains of our | 
souls and masters of our fate. How wrong can 
we be! 


Our Maker gives us life and He allows us 
to breathe and exist. Any act on our part is 
permitted, but often not approved by Him. 
The reminder Jesus gave His eleven disciples 
perhaps applied more to what His followers 
would do in His Name after He was gone. If 
this is true, Jesus knew that the day would 
come when they would preach the gospel and 
publicize the cause of Christianity in all parts 
of the earth. 


His statement means exactly what it says 
2,000 years later. Regardless of what our hearts 
may say or what we plan to do, nothing will 
happen without Him. We may desire to serve 
Him, but we will be spinning our wheels 
unless He permits and blesses our efforts. To 
Him is all honor and glory. Without Him, 
we fail. 


If He accepts our service, if it proves profit- 
able for the promotion of the Gospel, we can 
give thanks to Him who on this same occasion 
said: ‘““Ye have not chosen me but I have chosen 
you and ordained you that ye should go and 
bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should 
remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the 
Father in my name, he may give it to you.” 

—Ralph Brewer 


Scottish Presbyterianism 


“Its acorn had been planted on the misty 
hills by the hands of men who gathered it from 
the spots where Paul planted, Apollos watered, 
and John garnered the increase; and it was 
lodged in a soil that was untrodden and un- 
subdued by the tramp of those mailed legions 
of Rome that has almost conquered the world. 
Its stalwart trunk grew on apace, although ‘the 
boar out of the wood did waste it, and the wild 
beast of the field did devour it,’ though the 
fierce storm of persecution wrestled with its 
boughs and snapped many of them with a mar- 
tyr’s bloody fate; though the axe was laid at 
its roots again and again, and twice at least 
was it hewn to the very ground by Saxon and 
Anglo-Saxon hands, yet the root still lived, and 
put forth its undying vigor with a greener 
growth by this terrible pruning, until it stands 
today, the brave old Charter-oak of Christen- 
dom, with a life so ineradicable that the gates 
of hell have never prevailed against it, and we 
trust never shall, until its topmost boughs shall 
catch the earliest rays of the coming of that 
Jesus, for whose crown and covenant so many 
of its offspring loved not their lives even unto 
the death.” 


—Thomas V. Moore, sometime Pastor First 
Presbyterian Church, Richmond, Virginia. 
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And The Ecumenical Movement 


By Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D. 


The book of Deuteronomy portrays the last 
few days of Moses’ life and records his farewell 
speeches. Moses had defied Pharaoh, freed 
his people from slavery, organized them into a 
nation, and had governed them for forty years. 
But now he had come to the end of his road. 
From now on a new leader was to guide them 
through new experiences. Instead of wander- 
ing through the sparsely populated wilderness, 
the Israelites were to invade the land of Canaan. 
At such a juncture it was highly appropriate 
for Moses to give farewell instructions and to 
prepare the people for the momentous changes 
they were about to face. 


One dominant idea, repeated in various 
phrases throughout Moses’ several speeches, 
comes to a very clear expression in the fourth 
chapter of Deuteronomy. It is the idea of 
revelation. And of all the marvelous events 
that had occurred in. the history of the Israelites, 
the greatest thing that ever happened was the 
fact that God revealed himself to them. 


If an opinion poll were to be taken today 
as to what was the greatest event that ever 
happened, some people would mention the 
atomic bomb or another recent invention. On 
the other extreme of history, some people would 


“mention the invention of the wheel or the dis- 


covery of fire. A good Christian would prob- 
ably say the coming of Christ. And this is an 
excellent answer; but it is an answer. which, 
obviously, Moses could not give. Furthermore 
Christ himself falls under the general category 
of revelation, for he came to show God to us, 
to do God’s work of redemption for us, and to 
leave God’s message with us. 


So, even today, we can hold to Moses’ re- 
minder that “Since the day God created man 
upon the earth . . . hath there been any such 
thing as this great thing is?” 


If there was one thing that Moses wished 
to impress on the new generation of Israelites 
before he died and before they entered Canaan, 
it was that God (particularly at Mt. Sinai) had 
spoken to them. God had revealed himself. He. 
had made himself known. 


The reason why revelation is the greatest 
thing that ever happened is chiefly that with- 
out revelation no knowledge of God is possible. 


The heathen philosophers, Plato and Aristotle, 
and the Christian philosopher, ‘Thomas Aquinas, 
attempted to discover God in nature, apart 


OCTOBER 8, 1958 


from direct revelation. Their method, however, 
is a failure. In the first place, their arguments, 
which are extremely complicated, are logical 
fallacies. They do not prove that there is any 
kind of God at all. And if someone doubts 
this last statement, at least it is clear that these 
arguments do not prove the existence of an 
Almighty Personal Creator. In the second place, 
it is still more obvious that these arguments 
do not give us any knowledge of God’s grace 
and mercy, his providence, or even his justice. 


Thomas Aquinas himself, though he thought 
he could prove the existence of some sort of 
God, admitted that natural theology could not 
prove the doctrine of providence. For if it could, 
he said, Aristotle would have done so! A queer 
reason to be sure, but a correct conclusion. 
Natural theology therefore is useless. Any al- 
leged knowledge of God that has no place for 
justice, goodness, mercy and grace is futile. 


There is a second theological method. I shall 
call it the hunch method. Mary Baker Eddy 
in one place tells us that anyone who believes 
in vicarious atonement does not understand 
the nature of God. But how did she or how 
does anyone learn what the nature of God is? 
Such pronouncements remind one of the little 


boy who was scribbling on a piece of paper. 


Father: What are you doing, sonny? 

Boy: Drawing. 

Father: What are you drawing? 

Boy: God. 

Father: But no one knows what God looks 


like. 


Boy: They will when I’m finished! 


In discussions as to God’s nature, commands, 
and dealings with men, a most important ques- 
tion is: How do we know? What is the source 
of religious knowledge? 


The Protestant answer to this question is 
clear. Both Lutherans and Calvinists explicitly 
made the Scriptures the infallible rule of faith. 
The Lutheran Formula of Concord says, “We 
believe, confess, and teach that the only rule 
and norm, according to which all dogmas and 
all doctors ought to be esteemed and judged, 
is none other whatever than the prophetic and 
apostolic writings both of the Old and of the 
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New Testament.” The Westminster Confession 
says, ““The authority of the Holy Scripture, for 
which it ought to be believed and obeyed, de- 
pendeth . . . wholly upon God (who is truth 
itself) the author thereof; and therefore it is 
to be received because it is the word of God.” 


This matter of revelation is more than ever 
important today. Today, what is called the 
ecumenical movement is trying to unite all de- 
nominations into one big organization. The 
aim of some of the leaders of the ecumenical 
movement is to abolish all denominational 
churches and merge them into one big Super- 
Church. 


Now, this movement faces several difficulties. 
The most important of these difficulties is, 
in my opinion, the doctrinal and governmental 
differences now existing. For example, the Bap- 
tists and the Congregationalists hold that each 
local church is complete in itself; but Presby- 
terians believe in graded courts. The Presby- 
terians believe in the parity of the ministry, 
but the Episcopalians have a superior order 
of bishops who alone can perform certain 
functions. 


Now, a Super-Church would have to have 
some form of government. But which? It can- 
not have all three because they are mutually 
incompatible. 


How can one decide which form of govern- 
ment the Super-Church should have? On what 
can a decision be based. Shall it be based on 
hunch? Shall we have a little boy draw a dia- 
gram? Or, shall it be decided by the force of 
majority vote, a force that has in the past used 
economic pressure? Or shall the Scripture alone 
be the basis? 


More important than government is the ques- 
tion of the doctrines concerning salvation. 


Personally I know vigorous advocates of the 
ecumenical movement who not only deny and 
attack the vicarious atonement, but who openly 
repudiate the Deity of Christ as well. These 
men I would not even consider as Christians. 
But they are ministers and advocates of the 
ecumenical movement. 


There are other men, no doubt personally 
Christians, who differ among themselves on 
other matters. Arminian evangelists preach 
that a sinner by his own will power must first 
repent and exercise faith in Christ and then 
afterward be regenerated by the Holy Ghost. 
But I preach that a man is dead in sin and 
needs to be born again before he is able to 
repent and exercise faith in Christ. 


Now, how are all these differences to be 
taken care of in a Super-Church? Most of the 
ecumaniacs want to forget these doctrines. They 
are not interested in vicarious atonement, justi- 
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fication by faith, let alone regeneration and re- 
pentance. Will then these doctrines be banned 
in the Super-Church. In the merged churches 
of South India discussion of certain differences 
has actually been banned. But when doctrines 
are banned, what will take their place? What 
will the Super-Church stand for? This is the 
question that the ecumenical leaders do not 
answer very clearly. They do not want a creed. 
They do not want definite beliefs. They want 
merely a big organization. 


But true evangelicals are very much inter- 
ested in justification by faith. And good Bap- 
tists are strongly attached to the immersion of 
adults. And I have the definite belief that 
the children of believers should be sprinkled. 


How, then, can these differences be settled? 
The proponents of the ecumenical movement 


do not want to face this question. They want 


to bury and forget these problems. And the 
reason why they want to forget them is that 
they are not able to give an answer. They 
have no method for discussing these problems. 
They have no norm by which to judge them. 
They have no norm because they have rejected 
the Scriptures as the word of God. They do 
not believe that God has spoken; they do not 
believe that God has revealed himself, at least 
in any definite intelligible way. 


Now, we who maintain Protestant principles 
have a norm. We appeal to what God has 
said. True, we do not all agree. We have the 
differences previously mentioned. We do not 
all have the same understanding of the Bible. 
But we do all have the same basis on which 
to conduct our discussions. This common basis 
gives us the promise or the possibility of mak- 
ing progress. But when disputants have no 
common basis on which to discuss their differ- 
ences, they can settle things only by a majority | 
vote to suppress the views they do not like. 


Organizational unity, this external govern- 
mental unity, is much easier to achieve than 
theological unity. But it is a unity that comes 
from rejecting the word of God and results in 
the suppression of sincere convictions. 


True spiritual unity, a unity in the mind of 
Christ, will be much harder to achieve. It 
will require prolonged study of the Scripture. 
Presbyterians, Baptists, Lutherans will have to 
meet and discuss their interpretations of the 
Scripture. Reliance will have to be placed on 
persuasion and study, not on votes in an or- 
ganization. We must be ready to teach and 
to be taught. But though this process is much 
longer and much more tedious, it is also much 
more honest. We may differ among ourselves, 
but we openly acknowledge the differences. We 
do not hide our aims. Nor do we insult those 
with whom we differ by claiming that theology 
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is of no importance and need not be considered. 
Not at all. In this process of open discussion 
no one will be trampled on; convictions will 
be respected; economic and ecclesiastical force 
will not be applied to secure unwilling acqui- 
escence. | 


Let us now proceed a little further. First, 
Moses said that revelation was the greatest event 
that ever happened. Second, there is no knowl- 
edge of God apart from revelation, and there- 
fore no knowledge of how a church and its ac- 
tivities should be conducted except in the Scrip- 


tures. Now, third, and a point that needs em- 


phasis God’s revelation is clear, objective, and 
intelligible. And it is authoritative, whether 
or not we accept it. 


It is necessary in this age to emphasize the 
objectivity of revelation because many promi- 
nent preachers consider it entirely subjective. 
One might think from what has already been 
said that the proponents of the ecumenical 
movement have nothing to say about revelation. 
This is not true. They talk a great deal about 
revelation, but they do not mean by the -word 
what we mean. We mean that God so con- 
trolled the writers of Scripture and so governed 
their thoughts that they expressed in the Bible 
the exact truth as God wished it to be. Now, 
some ecumenicists have virtually no respect for 
the Bible at all; but others profess to find the 
word of God in it. The word of God is in the 
Bible, they say; it is in the Bible wherever you 
find it. But of course if you do not find the 
word of God in some chapter, that chapter is 
not the word of God for you. 


This is not the historical Protestant position. 
Both Lutherans and Calvinists, as previously 
stated, hold that the Bible is the word of God. 
The Bible doesn’t merely contain the word of 
God, it is the word of God. And whether or 
not we accept this or that chapter, it all remains 
authoritative for every one of us. 


The men whom I have in mind select certain 
verses and claim that God has spoken to them 
in these verses. But they quite reject other 
verses. Most of the Bible is like the hull or the 
husk of corn: it is to be stripped off and thrown 
away, and only the nut or the ear of corn is 
to be eaten. 


Now this raises an interesting question. It 
is this: How does one know which verses to 
select and which verses to throw away. Con- 
sider by way of illustration the way we eat 
certain things. We eat the outside of a peach 
and throw the center away; but we eat the in- 
side of a peanut and throw away the shell. 
Oysters are like peanuts, but a turkey is like 
a peach. Now, if some verses in the Bible are 


bones and shells, while other verses are good 


meat and fruit, how can we tell which is which? 
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The only answer these men can give to this 
question is that it depends on one’s taste. They 
choose the verses they like and discard what 
they do not like. However, this method re- 
duces to what I previously called the hunch 
method. No longer is the Bible a real objective 
revelation. It is just a source book for con- 
venient quotations to support some _ precon- 
ceived idea. 


It is instructive, too, to see just what verses 
some of these ecumenical leaders choose. Emil 
Brunner is a good example of many who em- 
phasize the verse: The Word became flesh. For 
some reason they are particularly attracted by 


the idea of incarnation, and accordingly they 


repeat, The Word became flesh. But they ut- 
terly reject all the verses that explain how the 


Word became flesh. The Virgin Birth is some- 


thing they don’t believe. In the first chapters 
of Matthew and Luke God has not spoken. In 
John 1:14 God has spoken, just because they 
happen to like that one verse. 


Similarly, and with more definite relevance 
to the ecumenical movement, these men often 
quote John 17:21. In this verse Jesus prays 
that all Christians may be one: “that they may 


all be one.’ And with this verse, no matter 


how much else in John they repudiate, they 
try to justify their preconceived notion of one 
big organization. The choice of this verse, how- 
ever, ought to be embarrassing to them, for the 
immediately subsequent clause has nothing to 
do with organizational unity, but with a far 
different spiritual unity. Christ prayed that 
his followers might “all be one, even as thou 
Father art in me, and I in thee, that they also 
may be one in us.” 


This verse obviously has little to do with 
organizational and eclesiastical machinery, but 
on the contrary it has to do with a unity of 
mind and purpose. Immediately preceding, 
Christ had prayed, “Sanctify them through thy 
truth; thy word is truth.” But this is one of 
the verses that the ecumenical movement dis- 
cards as a husk or a hull. 


If now we have respect for what Christ says, 
if we seek sanctification through the truth of 
God’s word, we shall be more willing to en- 
gage in serious discussion of theological differ- 
ences than to pull wires and manipulate ecclesi- 
astical machinery to impose a union of organiza- 
tion without a unity of mind and belief. 
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SHOCKED INTO ACTION 


By Dan H. McEachern 
Florence, S. C. 


The July issue of the Presbyterian Survey 
contained an article headed as follows, “The 
1957 Emphasis on Christian Citizenship Points 
Up that the Church needs to be SHOCKED 
INTO ACTION.” 


After stating that the General Assembly ap- 
pears to have been providentially led in select- 
ing this emphasis, the article then tells in detail 
how this emphasis on Christian Citizenship was 
planned and put into effect in the Men’s, 
Women of the Church, Pioneer and Senior 


Young People, Sunday School literature and> 


other programs of the Church. 


The article concludes with the statement that 
this study shows that our Church “needs to be 
shocked into action” and “in matters of re- 
sponsible Christian Citizenship the Church has 
a long way to go, but on this road the Church 
must dare to travel.” 


The members of our Church were “shocked 
into action” by last year’s emphasis on Chris- 
tian Citizenship. It is amazing that the Editor 
of the Presbyterian Survey would consider such 
an emphasis good for our Church. The follow- 
ing are only a few of the “shocks” which the 
members of our Church received from _ this 
emphasis. 


They were “shocked” to learn that the Chris- 
tian Relations Committee had accepted a gift 
of $15,000 from the Fund for the Republic 
to promote integration of the races in our 
Church. The Fund for the Republic has given 
over one million dollars to the NAACP and 
other race mixing organizations for this purpose. 


They were “shocked” to learn that during 
Church Extension season, the Christian Rela- 
tions Committee had sent out to our churches 
a number of books for study purposes which 
were race mixing propaganda of the worst sort. 
These books were written by some of the most 
radical men and women in the country and 
most of them had belonged to a number of 
Communist front organizations. One of these 
books stated “both man and ape have a com- 
mon ancestor.” 


These books were evidently a “shock” to Dr. 
P. D. Miller, Secretary of the Board of Church 
Extension and Dr. Marshall C. Dendy, Secre- 
tary of the Board of Christian Education, as 
they sent a letter to every minister in our 
Church warning them that “In view of what 
we now know, we hope that any of the above 
titles will be carefully examined before they 
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are used in your program. This is especially 
true of those designed for use by our young 
people. We desire to make it quite clear that 
listing them, and filling orders for them, does 
not mean that the contents of these books 
have been approved by the Boards which we 
serve.” 


The Women of the Church were “shocked” 
when they were presented with a book that 
contained little of the Bible, Jesus and Citizen- 
ship, for circle and intensive Bible study. Many 
circles refused to use this book and turned to 
other sources for materials for their programs 
and Bible studies. 


Not only the women, but other members of 
the Church, were “shocked’”’ when they learned 
that one of the main speakers at the Women’s 
Conference at Montreat was the Negro pastor 
of the inter-racial Church of the Master in New 
York City, who was a former Youth Director 
for the NAACP, and who freely admitted to 
having belonged to a large number of Com- 
munistic front organizations. 


These, and other “shocks” connected with 
this emphasis, Drought about some actions 
among the membership of the Church. The 
1957 Emphasis on Christian Citizenship, which 
consisted mainly of a race mixing program, 
probably caused more bitterness and division 
within our Church than any other emphasis 
within the history of our Church. 


It caused many individual churches, and 
many, many individual members to stop giving 
to some of the benevolent causes of our 
Church. 

But even more distressing and important, 
it has caused many members of the Church 
to lose confidence in some of the organized 
leadership of our Church which. composes 
the Boards and Agencies of the Church. 
It has helped to bring about a serious breach 


between ministers and laymen in the Church. © 


Across the Church a number of strong laymen’s 
groups have been formed under the name of 
PRESBYTERIAN LAYMEN FOR SOUND 
DOCTRINE AND RESPONSIBLE LEADER- 
SHIP, whose objectives are to protest these radi- 
cal activities and to inform the members of 
the Church about them. These laymen are 
convinced that the liberal ministers in our 
Church are taking our Church, in many of 
its programs, down strange roads which are a 
violation of the Standards of the Church and 
contrary to the desires of an overwhelming ma- 
jority of the members of our Church. 
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And yet the Presbyterian Survey in this article 
says that this emphasis was good for the Church 
and must be continued. If this expresses the 
intent of those who are promoting such a 
program in our Church, it indicates that they 
place more value upon these things than they 
do upon the historic position of the Church, 
and that there is going to be even more division 
and unrest within our Church in the future. 
The responsibility for this should be placed 
upon this group of liberal ministers and social 
reformers, and the members of our Church 
should be informed as to who is causing all 
the trouble in the Church. 


Noon-Day-Prayer-Fellowship 
An Appeal 


In Shanghai during the tense days of 1948 
some 700 women, representing 17 nationalities 
and representing all the various denominations 
and Christian groups in the city, organized a 
fellowship for united prayer to God. | 


A “CALL” was issued, based on II Chronicles 
7:14. -The burden of the CALL was for a 
great outpouring of God’s Holy Spirit to con- 
vict and convert people and turn them to God 
and surrender to Jesus Christ and a great re- 
vival among God’s own people “send a revival 
and let it begin in me” was our prayer. Our 
last petition was the one that John gave us 
in the last verse in the BIBLE, “Come quickly 
LORD JESUS.” 


This CALL was put into the English and 


Chinese papers and then translated and put > 


into papers of other languages. It went to all 


the provinces throughout China including Man- 


churia. 


The idea was that at the “Noon-hour”’ we 
would all still our hearts before GOD and in 
the quietness of our hearts turn to HIM in 
prayer no matter what we were doing or where 
ever we were. We would thus all be praying 
together for things on HIS heart also. 


At the last meeting I attended before leaving 
for the U. S. A. I was asked to tell the Ameri- 
can women that all they could now do for 
the Chinese people and the church there was 
to pray for them and love them and believe 


in them, and to keep the church in China from ~ 


compromise and always true to HIM no mat- 
ter what the cost. There were many of us 
leaving for different countries and we told 
them we would take this “CALL TO PRAYER” 
home to our various countries and join them 
at this hour in these prayers. 


Several years ago when I was Chairman of 
Spiritual Growth in our Concord Presbyterial 
I asked them to join in this Fellowship and 
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we added the petition that GOD would save 
Chou En-lai. He has a background that the 
HOLY SPIRIT can use to convict and convert 
and change as HE did Paul from being a Saul. 
He studied in a Christian Middle School in 
Hankow. 


May this N.D.P.F. encircle the whole wide 
world and help bring in the Kingdom. Will 
you join us? 


—Kitty M. Farrior (Mrs. S. C. Farrior) 
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LESSON FOR OCTOBER 26 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Temptation In The Wilderness 


Background Scripture: Matthew 4:1-11 
Devotional Reading: Hebrews 2:17,18; 4:14-16 


The temptation of Jesus, even more than His baptism and the other things which He endured 
while living in the flesh, was part of His humiliation. Jesus, the Son of God, went through this 
trying experience for our sakes. There were two reasons at least for it. One was the fact that He, 
the Second Head of the human race, must succeed where Adam failed. If all were to live in Him 
then He must gain the victory over Satan. The second reason is stated in our Devotional Reading: 


_ Wherefore in all things it behooved him to 
be made like unto his brethren, that he might 
be a merciful and faithful high priest in things 
pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for 
the sins of the people. For in that he himself 
hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succor 
them that are tempted. In His priestly work 
He must identify himself completely with His 
people. In this way He became a perfect High 
Priest. 


How great was God’s love that He was will- 
ing to do this for us! How wonderful is the 
love of our Lord Jesus Christ, that He should 
be willing to submit to such a humiliating 
experience. He “suffered’”’ being tempted. Jesus 
not only suffered on the cross. In this early 
part of His life he suffered while undergoing 
these assaults of the devil. His adversary was 
cunning and cruel. The place of temptation 
was not a lovely Garden of Eden where he 
could eat of the fruits of the garden, but a 
wilderness where He fasted for forty days be- 
fore He met His opponent, and where His 
companions were the wild beasts. Suppose 
Adam had been tempted under such circum- 
stances, would he have stood for a minute? 
Then, it was not just one temptation, but 
three, and we know that it was only “for a 
season” that Satan left Him. He was tempted 
through Simon Peter and had to rebuke the 
apostle. I feel that there were many times 
when He was tempted. How about the time 
when the people wanted to take Him by force 
and make Him king right after He had fed 
the five thousand? And then, when the shout- 
ing multitudes shouted Hosanna as He rode 
in triumph into Jerusalem. Or, when the mock- 
ing leaders of the Jews said, Let Him now 
come down from the cross! What an astound- 
ing thing it would have been for Him to have 
done just that! When He was arrested in 
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the Garden, and His enemies went backward 
and fell down before Him, He could have 
called for legions of angels to have put these 
cruel foes to rout. I feel that all through His 
earthly life He had to meet and overcome temp- 
tation in various forms. 


This makes Him able to succor us when we 
are tempted. We do not have as great tempta- 
tions as He had, I am sure, and He can keep 
us in our hour of need. Just as Jesus, the Man 
of Sorrows, understands all our sorrows, so 


Jesus, tempted in all points like as we are, 


can help us. He walked the path of tempta- 
tion in order that He might walk with us 
along our way and throw His loving arms 
around us in our time of need. When we have 
our times of sickness, sorrow, trials and tempta- 
tions it is a wonderful help to remember that 
our Saviour, our High Priest, thoroughly un- 
derstands, not merely through His knowledge 
of all things but because He Himself experi- 
enced just what we are having to face. 


He is passed into the heavens and is making 
intercession for us. The throne is a throne 
of grace and we can come with confidence 
and obtain mercy and find grace to help in 
time of need. We need mercy, and like David, 
come and cry for it, saying, Have mercy upon 
me, and we obtain mercy and forgiveness be- 
cause we come in the name of our Great High 
Priest Who intercedes for us. He is also our 
Advocate. Then we obtain grace to help in 
time of need, and surely every time is a time 
of need: tempted and tried I need a Great 
Saviour, One who can give me strength to over- 


come all the temptations which come upon 


me. He will provide a way of escape for us. 
We sing, Yield not to temptation, for yielding 
is sin, each victory will help you some other 
to win, and then we sing, Ask the Saviour to 
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help you, comfort, strengthen and keep you; 
He is willing to aid you, He will carry you 
through. All the tempted saints have this glori- 
ous throne of grace. 


He was no doubt tempted during all of these 
forty days. As we come to the three special 
ones in which the devil himself is personally 
attacking the Saviour, I wish to quote from 
Dr. John A. Broadus’ Commentary on Mat- 
thew: “Every point connected with this series 
of temptations has occasioned a vast amount 
of speculation, often of the wildest character. 
Yet the subject from its very nature calls for 
guarded interpretation, great moderation in 
conjecture, and willingness to remain ignorant 
where we have no means of knowing; and it 
requires to be discussed in a spirit of profound 
reverence and humility. Familiar as we have 
grown with the simple narrative, it presents 


one of the most wonderful, mysterious and 


awful scenes of the world’s history. O dark and 
dreadful enemy, ever plotting our ruin and 
exulting in our woe, here thou wast completely 
conquered on earth, conquered by a man, and 
in the strength of that Spirit whose help is 
offered to us all.” Next to Calvary and 
Gethsemane we are on one of the most holy 
and sacred spots of the Bible, the Wilderness 
Battlefield where our Blessed Redeemer fought 


and conquered our great adversary, the devil, 


and became the Captain of our salvation so that 
Paul could say, As in Adam all die, so in 
Christ shall all be made alive. May the Holy 


Spirit enable us to get the meaning of these 


temptations. 
I. The First Temptation: Matthew 4:1-4. 


The Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness for 
this particular event; it did not just happen 
to Him. He was beginning His ministry. ‘There 
would be tremendous opposition. Satan, the 
god of this world, realizes that his time was 
short, would try every means in his power to 
keep Christ from succeeding. We see how he 
stirred up the leaders of the Jews, how his 
demons were especially active, and how he tried 
to kill Jesus before His time on various occa- 
sions. The old dragon stood ready to devour 
the Babe as soon as He was born and Joseph 
and Mary had to flee into Egypt. But God 
protected the Babe and the Child and the 
Man until the hour came for His death on 
Calvary. | 


This temptation came after a forty day fast. 


_ Broadus suggests that all during these forty days 


there came a series of minor temptations of 
various kinds and this seems to be borne out 
by Scripture for Luke says, “being forty days 
tempted of the devil.” Both Matthew and Luke 
give the same three major temptations, but in 
a different order. : | 
Coming when Jesus was hungry it was a very 
natural temptation, and a very subtle one, for 
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what could be wrong about using His miracu- 
lous power to supply food for His body? There 
seems to be in this a temptation to doubt; not 
doubt as to His being the Son of God, but 
doubt as to His Father’s care for Him. Since 
He was the Son why not take matters in His 
own hands and supply all His needs. There 
must have been an understanding between 
Father and Son, that the Father would care 
for Him. Jesus never performed a miracle for 
His own benefit; all His miracles were for the 
aid of others; even when He walked upon the 
water to go to His disciples. It is not so easy 
to pick out just the nature of this temptation, 
but the thought seems to be some distrust of 


Jesus answers with a verse of Scripture 
(Deuteronomy 8:3). It is written, Man shall 
not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God. In other 
words, Jesus said, My Father sustains me, He 
will enable me to live by His word. I must 
rely upon Him and not material food. Notice 
that Jesus uses the Sword of the Spirit, which 
is the Word of God, to vanquish His adversary. 
We have the same sword, if we but use it. 


II. The Second Temptation: 4:5-7. 


The scene changes from the wilderness to the 
holy city where the crowds would be watching. 
If Christ would startle and convince the peo- 
ple in a moment that He was a supernatural 
being, let Him cast Himself down before them 
all. And now the devil shows that he can 
quote Scripture also for he quotes the promise 
from Psalm 91:11,12. He shall give his angels 
charge concerning thee; and in their hands they 
shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash 
thy foot against a stone. This seems to be 
a temptation to presume upon the promises 
of God. Most of God’s promises are conditional. 
Where we are in our place, in the line of duty, 
God cares for us, and He cared for His Son, 
as we have seen. But, if He stepped out of the 
path of duty and presumed upon God caring 
for Him, He would be tempting God. So 
Jesus simply replied, It is written again, Thou 
shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. A simple 
illustration occurs to me. We have a strange 
cult today who glory in being able to handle 
snakes and they base their strange idea on a 
simple promise of God in Mark 16:18, “They 
shall take up serpents.” Now this evidently re- 
fers to some of the disciples like Paul who, 
when he gathered his bundle of sticks and 
laid them in the fire, a viper came out of 
the heat and fastened on his hand. The bar- 
barians expected to see him fall down dead 


- but he shook the beast into the fire, and felt 


no harm. (Acts 28: 3-6). There were no doubt 
other instances when God protected His dis- 
ciples. Paul was in the line of duty. He was 
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not hunting for snakes to exhibit some power. 
There is a big difference in faith and presump- 
tion. Let us draw the line clearly between 
the two. 


There seems to be a two-fold temptation here: 
(1) A temptation to gain the kingdom the easy 
way, and not by way of the Cross. Jesus came 
to establish a kingdom. There was an usurper 
on the throne, the god of this world. He claimed 
this world as his own. Jesus came to wrest 
this kingdom from the devil, and Satan offers 
a compromise. Why not get together, not fight, 
but, if you will fall down and worship me I 
will give it all to you. How much easier than 
the way of the Cross! Jesus would escape all 
the agony of those terrible hours of suffering, 
just a bow to Satan and all the glories of 
this earthly kingdom would be His. 


(2) The second part is the worst part. It 
would mean disloyalty to God. Only one God 
is to be worshipped. Jesus could not serve His 
Father and serve the god of this world. Swiftly 
Jesus answered, Thou shalt worship the Lord 
they God, and Him only shalt thou serve. Then 
the devil leaveth Him, and behold angels came 
and ministered unto Him. The battle is over 
for a time. The Saviour has conquered. Thank 
and praise God for victory. 


How much it means to us to have such a 
Saviour! He knows all about our temptations. 
He understands. Then He can sympathize with 
us, for He was tempted zn all points like as 
we are. He can enable us to conquer, for He 
has conquered. The Captain of our salvation 
led the way. We can be more than conquerors 
through Him. 


YOUNG PEOF 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR OCTOBER 26 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Overcoming [i emptation 


Scripture: Matthew 4:1-11 


Suggested Hymns: 
“Yield Not To Temptation” 
“In The Hour Of Trial” 
‘My Soul, Be On Thy Guard” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


In the area of mechanical things there is 
hardly any power greater than that of the 
wedge. Once its leading edge is inserted, it is 
only a matter of time and force how far the 
remainder shall be driven. The hardest stone 
and the toughest wood are not able to resist 
its power to separate, once its work is begun. 


Temptation is the leading edge of sin. Once 
we yield to temptation, sin has made its en- 
trance, and it is only a question of time as 
to how much spiritual damage will be done. 
Temptation is surely one of our greatest prob- 
lems as we seek to live the spiritual life. In 
this passage from the fourth chapter of Mat- 
thew we are given a rare glimpse into the 
inner life of Christ. We find Him being tempt- 
ed, and we see Him overcoming the tempta- 
tion. A careful consideration of this record 
will give us a clearer understanding of tempta- 
tion and will show us methods of combating it. 


First Speaker: 


The temptations which (Qhrist withstood 
there in the wilderness are typical of all the 
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temptations that come to us. In this experience 
we have a demonstration of what is taught in 
Hebrews 4:15 . . . “For we have not an high 
priest which cannot be touched with the feel- | 
ing of our infirmities; but was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin.” When 
Christ so truly shared our experience in tempta- 
tion, He proved the truth of I Corinthians 
10:13 . . . “There hath no temptation taken 
you but such as is common to man: but God 
is faithful, who will not suffer you to be 
tempted above that ye are able; but will with 
the temptation also make a way to escape, that 
ye may be able to bear it.” Christ proved that 
it is possible for us to overcome all kinds of 
temptations, and He proved that God does 
make a way of escape. Let us look at the types 
of temptation he withstood . . . the same types 
which we will encounter sooner or later. 


First, there is fleshly desire. God has given 
us wholesome bodily desires, and these are not 
wrong until we let them get out of place. When 
the Devil tempted Christ to turn the stones into 
loaves, he was asking Him to exalt physical 
gratification out of its rightful place. He want- 
ed the Lord to look on physical satisfaction 
as the main goal of life. On every side we are 
being urged to look on physical pleasure as 
the most desirable thing life has to offer. ‘This 
is the temptation of the Devil, and we must 
recognize it as such. 
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Next, the Devil came to Christ with the 
temptation of intellectual pride . . . the tempta- 
tion to live for the satisfaction of recognition. 
If the Lord had cast Himself down from the 
pinnacle of the temple, and had been unharmed, 
He would certainly have received attention and 
fame. It is wrong to live for recognition. The 
Devil even quoted Scripture tempting Jesus to 
an evil goal by way of good appearances. We 
are very subject to the same kind of tempta- 
tion. A popular television program portrayed 
a little girl who was very busy practicing the 
virtues of Girl Scouts, not in order to be a 
good scout, but to win praise and satisfy her 
own pride. 


The most dangerous kind of temptation is 
that of spiritual ambition. We must recognize 
that there are no short-cuts to spiritual power. 
The Devil tempted Christ to do just that... 
to seek a short-cut to spiritual power. Christ 
came to be a prince all right, but not under 
the authority of Satan. The only way to spiritual 
victory for us is the way of humility and faith. 
“But as many as received him, to them gave 
he power to become the sons of God, even 
to them that believe on his name.” John 1:12. 
We must not allow the Devil or any of his 
servants to persuade us that there is any other 
way to spiritual success than the way of faith 
in Christ. 


These are the most typical avenues of tempta- 
tion by which the Devil approaches us. If we 
know how he works, we shall be better able to 
resist him. | 


Second Speaker: 

We sometimes think that Jesus had the ad- 
vantage over us in this battle with temptation 
because He was the Son of God. He was tempt- 
ed as the Son of Man, and as such, He used 
only those weapons and tactics of spiritual war- 
fare that are available to us. What He did 
to overcome temptation, we can do too. 


In Ephesians 6:17 we are charged to take 
as our offensive weapon for spiritual warfare 
“the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God.” This is the weapon Jesus used to turn 
aside the thrusts of Satan. In every case He 
answered the Devil with the words of Scrip- 
ture. Satan can still be conquered with the 
sword of the Spirit, but before we can use the 
Bible as a spiritual weapon, we must have a 
knowledge of it. It does no good to wave the 
book around. We must commit its truths and 
words to memory and be able to call them to 
our aid at the appropriate time, as Jesus did. 
We must learn to use the Scriptures as Jesus 
did, if we would overcome temptation. 


The reason Christ could use the Scriptures 
so effectively (in addition to knowing them 
well) was that He had faith in what was writ- 
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ten and in the God who had said it. There is 
no magic in the Bible or its words, but there 


is power in the God whose word it is. Even 


Satan quoted the words of the Bible. Jesus 
not only said the words, He believed them, and 
He believed that God would come to His aid. 
We must not only learn to use the Scriptures 
as Jesus did, but we must believe in the God 
whose word it is as He believed. 


Program Leader: 

The Scriptures tell us that when Jesus had 
resisted the Tempter, angels came and minis- 
tered to Him. We can be confident that God 
will supply the help we need to overcome 
temptation, if we are faithful to use His word 
and to put our trust in Him. 


(For your closing worship read or better, 
quote Psalm 119:11 and Proverbs 3:5,6, then 
pray together The Lord’s Prayer.) 


Say, Teenagers! 
By Wade C. Smith 


Teenagers, did you know that a mirror is a 
very deceptive thing? It is. It tells you that 
your right ear is your left and your left eye 
is your right. It is said that no person has 
ever seen his own face exactly as it is, because 
no one’s face is exactly alike on both sides. A 
mirror reverses everything. It is fickle, too, like 
a flirt; it tells you it carries your face and form 
in its heart; yet you are instantly replaced by 
the next fellow who comes before it. Indeed, 
you are completely forgotten by the mirror as 
soon as you are “out of sight.” And the next 
fellow promptly gets your place. 


This may sound fanciful, but it will help 
us to get a grasp of what James is talking about 
in the first chapter of his epistle, when he says 
that a fellow who hears the Word of God and 
fails to do it, is like one who sees himself in a 
mirror, then loses the vision as soon as he is 


_ gone away from it. 


The sobering thought has come to us in the 
nick of time. Some of us are ‘not getting God’s 
Word into our lives any more than the mirror 
retains our likenesses after we have come away 
from it. What is the matter? Let God, through 
James, tell us. It is because we do not put 
into practice the things God tells us in His 
Word to believe and do. “Be ye doers of the 
Word, and not hearers only.” 


A fellow would never learn to play the violin 
by listening to one perform — even if it were 
Mischa Elman performing; nor could he be- 
come an expert batsman by watching Stan 
Musial at the plate. He must take the violin 
bow in his hand and practice hours each day; 
and he must swing a bat both in practice and 
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not hunting for snakes to exhibit some power. 
There is a big difference in faith and presump- 
tion. Let us draw the line clearly between 
the two. 


There seems to be a two-fold temptation here: _ 


(1) A temptation to gain the kingdom the easy 
way, and not by way of the Cross. Jesus came 
to establish a kingdom. There was an usurper 
on the throne, the god of this world. He claimed 
this world as his own. Jesus came to wrest 
this kingdom from the devil, and Satan offers 
a compromise. Why not get together, not fight, 
but, if you will fall down and worship me I 
will give it all to you. How much easier than 
the way of the Cross! Jesus would escape all 
the agony of those terrible hours of suffering, 


just a bow to Satan and all the glories of 


this earthly kingdom would be His. 


(2) The second part is the worst part. It 
would mean disloyalty to God. Only one God 
is to be worshipped. Jesus could not serve His 
Father and serve the god of this world. Swiftly 
Jesus answered, Thou shalt worship the Lord 
they God, and Him only shalt thou serve. Then 
the devil leaveth Him, and behold angels came 
and ministered unto Him. The battle is over 
for a time. The Saviour has conquered. Thank 
and praise God for victory. 


How much it means to us to have such a 
Saviour! He knows all about our temptations. 
He understands. Then He can sympathize with 
us, for He was tempted in all points like as 
we are. He can enable us to conquer, for He 
has conquered. The Captain of our salvation 
led the way. We can be more than conquerors 
through. Him. | 
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By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Overcoming emptation 


Scripture: Matthew 4:1-11 


Suggested Hymns: 
“Yield Not To Temptation” 
“In The Hour Of Trial” 
‘““My Soul, Be On Thy Guard’”’ 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


In the area of mechanical things there is 
hardly any power greater than that of the 
wedge. Once its leading edge is inserted, it is 
only a matter of time and force how far the 
remainder shall be driven. The hardest stone 
and the toughest wood are not able to resist 
its power to separate, once its work is begun. 


Temptation is the leading edge of sin. Once 
we yield to temptation, sin has made its en- 
trance, and it is only a question of time as 
to how much spiritual damage will be done. 
Temptation is surely one of our greatest prob- 
lems as we seek to live the spiritual life. In 
this passage from the fourth chapter of Mat- 
thew we are given a rare glimpse into the 
inner life of Christ. We find Him being tempt- 
ed, and we see Him overcoming the tempta- 
tion. A careful consideration of this record 
will give us a clearer understanding of tempta- 
tion and will show us methods of combating it. 


First Speaker: 


The temptations which Christ withstood 
there in the wilderness are typical of all the 
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temptations that come to us. In this experience 
we have a demonstration of what is taught in 
Hebrews 4:15 . . . “For we have not an high 
priest which cannot be touched with the feel- 
ing of our infirmities; but was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin.’””’ When 
Christ so truly shared our experience in tempta- 
tion, He proved the truth of I Corinthians 
10:13 . . . “There hath no temptation taken 
you but such as is common to man: but God 


is faithful, who will not suffer you to be 


tempted above that ye are able; but will with 
the temptation also make a way to escape, that 
ye may be able to bear it.’”’ Christ proved that 
it is possible for us to overcome all kinds of 
temptations, and He proved that God does 
make a way of escape. Let us look at the types 
of temptation he withstood . . . the same types 
which we will encounter sooner or later. 


First, there is fleshly desire. God has given 
us wholesome bodily desires, and these are not 
wrong until we let them get out of place. When 
the Devil tempted Christ to turn the stones into 
loaves, he was asking Him to exalt physical 
gratification out of its rightful place. He want- 
ed the Lord to look on physical satisfaction 
as the main goal of life. On every side we are 
being urged to look on physical pleasure as 
the most desirable thing life has to offer. This 
is the temptation of the Devil, and we must 
recognize it as such. 


THE SOUTHERN PREBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


moe 
; 
a 
2 
4 4 
2 
tt 
i 
i 
a =: 
| 
4 4 | “4 | 
q 
¢ 


Next, the Devil came to Christ with the 
temptation of intellectual pride . . . the tempta- 
tion to live for the satisfaction of recognition. 
If the Lord had cast Himself down from the 
pinnacle of the temple, and had been unharmed, 
He would certainly have received attention and 
fame. It is wrong to live for recognition. The 
Devil even quoted Scripture tempting Jesus to 
an evil goal by way of good appearances. We 
_ are very subject to the same kind of tempta- 
tion. A popular television program portrayed 
a little girl who was very busy practicing the 
virtues of Girl Scouts, not in order to be a 
good scout, but to win praise and satisfy her 
own pride. 


The most dangerous kind of temptation is 
that of spiritual ambition. We must recognize 
that there are no short-cuts to spiritual power. 
The Devil tempted Christ to do just that... 
to seek a short-cut to spiritual power. Christ 
came to be a prince all right, but not under 
the authority of Satan. The only way to spiritual 
victory for us is the way of humility and faith. 
“But as many as received him, to them gave 
he power to become the sons of God, even 
to them that believe on his name.” John 1:12. 
We must not allow the Devil or any of his 
servants to persuade us that there is any other 
way to spiritual success than the way of faith 
in Christ. 


These are the most typical avenues of tempta- | 


tion by which the Devil approaches us. If we 
know how he works, we shall be better able to 
resist him. | 


Second Speaker: 

We sometimes think that Jesus had the ad- 
vantage over us in this battle with temptation 
because He was the Son of God. He was tempt- 
ed as the Son of Man, and as such, He used 
only those weapons and tactics of spiritual war- 
fare that are available to us. What He did 
to overcome temptation, we can do too. 


In Ephesians 6:17 we are charged to take 
as our offensive weapon for spiritual warfare 
“the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God.” This is the weapon Jesus used to turn 
aside the thrusts of Satan. In every case He 
answered the Devil with the words of Scrip- 
ture. Satan can still be conquered with the 
sword of the Spirit, but before we can use the 
Bible as a spiritual weapon, we must have a 
knowledge of it. It does no good to wave the 
book around. We must commit its truths and 
words to memory and be able to call them to 
our aid at the appropriate time, as Jesus did. 
We must learn to use the Scriptures as Jesus 
did, if we would overcome temptation. 


The reason Christ could use the Scriptures 
so effectively (in addition to a them 
well) was that He had faith in what was writ- 
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ten and in the God who had said it. There is 


no magic in the Bible or its words, but there 


is power in the God whose word it is. Even 
Satan quoted the words of the Bible. Jesus 
not only said the words, He believed them, and 
He believed that God would come to His aid. 
We must not only learn to use the Scriptures 


as Jesus did, but we must believe in the God 


whose word it is as He believed. 


Program Leader: 

The Scriptures tell us that when Jesus had 
resisted the Tempter, angels came and minis- 
tered to Him. We can be confident that God 
will supply the help we need to overcome 
temptation, if we are faithful to use His word 
and to put our trust in Him. 


(For your closing worship read or better, 
quote Psalm 119:11 and Proverbs 3:5,6, then 
pray together The Lord’s Prayer.) 


Say, Teenagers! 
By Wade C. Smith 


Teenagers, did you know that a mirror is a 
very deceptive thing? It is. It tells you that 
your right ear is your left and your left eye 
is your right. It is said that no person has 
ever seen his own face exactly as it is, because 
no one’s face is exactly alike on both sides. A 
mirror reverses everything. It is fickle, too, like 
a flirt; it tells you it carries your face and form 
in its heart; yet you are instantly replaced by 
the next fellow who comes before it. Indeed, 
you are completely forgotten by the mirror as 
soon as you are “out of sight.” And the next 
fellow promptly gets your place. 


This may sound fanciful, but it will help 
us to get a grasp of what James is talking about 
in the first chapter of his epistle, when he says 
that a fellow who hears the Word of God and 
fails to do it, is like one who sees himself in a 
mirror, then loses the vision as soon as he is 
gone away from it. | 


The sobering thought has come to us in the 
nick of time. Some of us are not getting God’s 
Word into our lives any more than the mirror 
retains our likenesses after we have come away 
from it. What is the matter? Let God, through 
James, tell us. It is because we do not put 
into practice the things God tells us in His 
Word to believe and do. “Be ye doers of the 
Word, and not hearers only.” 


A fellow would never learn to play the violin 


by listening to one perform — even if it were 
- Mischa Elman performing; nor could he be- 


come an expert batsman by watching Stan 
Musial at the plate. He must take the violin 
bow in his hand and practice hours each day; 
and he must swing a bat both in practice and 
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in the game. This is only common sense — 
and is just as necessary in dealing with God’s 
Word. It is very important. Yes, it is vital 
to read the Bible; it is important to go to 
church and hear preaching; but unless we put 
into practice what we read and hear, we will 
not be much of a Christian. Listen to James 
again: “Be patient.” Now, next time you are 
blocked in your plans, throttle down and con- 


trol yourself. Look at Romans 5:3-5 for the 
fruits of patience; also see James 1:3,4. “Slow 
to anger” — “Slow to speak.” Just experiment 
with these and see how they work out. And 
you will say, “Well, God’s Word is. wonderful; 
it was specially prepared for the operation of 
this life -machine of mine, by the same One | 
who created me and knows best what I need 
to make my life worth living. 


Additional Errata General 
Assembly Units 


On page 88 (Part I) of the 1958 Minutes 
amendments made by the General Assembly were 
not incorporated in the report as printed in the 
Minutes. 


In Section B, paragraph 2 substitute “division” 
for “‘office’’ in three places: second line of 2; first 
line of 2a; first line of 2d. 


Also, “Council,” last word in 2c should be 
‘‘Permanent Committee.” Those who have copies 
of Minutes are requested to make these corrections. 


E. C. Scott, 
Stated Clerk 


Mrs. Samuel R. Pritchard 


Blacksburg — (PN) — Mrs. Samuel Pritchard, 
mother of Dr. Claude H. Pritchard, secretary of 
the Division of Home Missions, was buried -here 
September 22, following her death in Staunton, 
Va., on September 19. | 


Mrs. Pritchard was the widow of the late Dr. 
Pritchard, founder in 1893 of the electrical engi- 
neering department of VPI, and head of the de- 
partment until 19365. 


Mrs. Pritchard, who was 93, was a member of 
Blacksburg Presbyterian Church. She is survived 
by a daughter, Mrs. Howard M. Wilson, wife of 
Dr. Wilson, pastor of Mossy Creek Presbyterian 
Church, Mt. Solon, Va.; and by two sons, Dr. 
Claude Pritchard of Atlanta, Ga., and Sam H. 
Pritchard of Huntington, W. Va. She is also sur- 
vived by eight grandchildren and four great- 
grandchildren. 


The Passing of Rev. L. H. Eikel 


Rev. Leonard Hugh Eikel, pastor of Mikesville 
Presbyterian Church, Columbia County, Fla., died 
suddenly August 28, 1958. The funeral was held 
in the Mikesville church, August 31, and conducted 
by Rev. a Casey, assisted by Rev. J. W. 
Conyers and Dr. E. F. Montgomery. The elders 
and deacons of the church served as pallbearers. 
Surviving Mr. Eikel are his widow, two sisters, 
Mrs. Roy Allison, of Lake City, Fla., and Mrs. 
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Reigh Peck, of Detroit, Mich., also a sister, Mrs. 
D. T. McDaniel, of Thomaston, Ga., and six grand- 
children, and a brother, Edwin Ejikel, of Palm 
Harbor, Fla. 


Rev. Mr. Eikel was born in the Mikesville com- 
munity, December 11, 1891. His father was born 
in Germany and his mother in Denmark. He was 
a graduate of Davidson College and Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, of Richmond, Va. He married 
Miss Pettus Glover, of Collierstown, Va. Before 
coming to Mikesville Mr. Ejikel held pastorates at 
Williamsville, Va., Laurel, Md., Collierstown, Va., 
and a group of churches near Penn Laird, Va. — 
Elkton, Massanutten Cross Roads, Massanutten 
Cross Keys. He also served High Springs, New 
Hope and Rose Creek churches in a group with 
Mikesville. Mr. Eikel served 38 years in the min- 
istry, during which he was devotedly and ably 
helped by his consecrated wife. 
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FIVE MODERATORS—In an outstanding picture made on the occasion of the opening service for 
the year at Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga., the Moderator of the General Assembly 
and four former moderators are shown here. The present Moderator, Mr. Philip F. Howerton, center, 
made the chief address at the occasion when Columbia enrolled a record beginning class of 75 men. 


Three of the former moderators pictured are ministers; two, including Mr. Howerton, are among 
the nine laymen who have been elected to the highest office in the Presbyterian Church, U.S., during 


the past 98 years. 


From left to right, the leaders of the Church are Dr. J. B. Green, moderator in 1946; Dr. James 
Ross McCain, layman moderator in 1951; Mr. Howerton; Dr. J. McDowell Richards, moderator in 
1955; and Dr. Wade H. Boggs, Sr., moderator in 1954. 


GEORGIA 


Atlanta—(PN)—More than 1200 Presbyterian 
men from throughout Atlanta Presbytery attended 
a “Camp-N-Cue” at the site of the Presbytery’s 
proposed $375,000 camp. The outing, held Sept. 

3, drew men from nearly all of the presbytery’s 
94 churches. 


Features of the outing were an address by Ralph 
McGill, internationally famed editor of the Atlanta 
Constitution, an election of officers for Atlanta 
Presbytery’s Men’s Council, walking tours of the 
550 acre site, and barbecue supper. 


The new campsite, expected to be in use within 
the next two years, is located 33 miles south of 
downtown Atlanta, just off a main express-way. 
First phases of the camp preparation are under 
way. Grounds have been surveyed and the lo- 
cation of the various buildings designated. Land is 
now being cleared for an eight-acre lake. 


An interesting part of the Camp-N-Cue, for 
many of the men, was the drilling of a well to 
supply the camp with water. Drilling was going 
on during the outing. 


First units planned for construction will ac- 
commodate 200 persons, and they will be designed 
for year-round utilization. The camp is ex- 
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pected to serve more than 10,000 persons annually 
when complete. 


Construction will begin shortly on a 200-capacity 
dining hall, the kitchen, the health and winter- 
retreat lodge, a swimming pool, and three cabin 
groups. Each cabin __ includes a lodge and 
four cabins. Plans call for building a chapel and 
additional cabin groups in the second stage of 


construction. 


The new camp will ape the old Camp Smyrna, 
located near Conyers, which has served the Presby- 
tery for the past 25 years. The Rev. Leroy Obert, 
pastor of Ormewood Park Presbyterian Church, is 
chairman of the Camp and Conference Develop- 
ment Committee. W. L. Sims, Jonesboro, was 
president of the Men of the Church of Atlanta 
Presbytery, and was key man in — the 
—— These two groups jointly sponsored 
e event. 


Funds for the camp were pledged in 1957 by a 
special presbytery-wide campaign. 


Newly elected officers for Atlanta Presbytery’s 
Men are: 

President, Richard P. Sellers, Hillside Chureh, 
Decatur. 
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Secretary, James McDaniel, Rehoboth Church 
Decatur. 


District I, Chairman, Richard B. Ellis, North 
Decatur Church; Co-Chairmen, Robert M. Sollar, 
Georgia Avenue ‘Church, Atlanta; J. W. C. McKay, 
College Park Church, College Park: and Elmo Holt, 
Westminster Church, Atlanta. 


District II, Chairman Lamb Johnston, Monroe 
eta Co-chairman, Jack Gleaton, Lawrenceville 
ure 


District III, Chairman Dr. J. R. Thomas, Griffin 
na Co-chairman, Max Stokes, Stockbridge 
urch. 


District IV, Chairman Sam Langford, Dallas 
Church, LaGrange; - Co-chairman, David H. Will- 
iams, Tallapoosa Church. 


Atlanta—Four of the grandchildren of the late 
Dr. John M. Alexander, founder and president 
of the Protestant Radio and Television Center, 
Atlanta, unveiled a portrait of Dr. Alexander at 
the Center in Mid-September. Those children 
are Mary Jo and John Alexander, III, and 
twins Clay and Josh Bryan. Their fathers, 
John M. Alexander, Jr., and George Bryan are 
from San Francisco, Calif., and Atlanta, Ga., re- 
spectively. 


The portrait, painted by Mrs. Hunter B. Blakely 
of Richmond, Va., is being hung in the main foyer 
of the Center, at the entrance to the John M. 
Alexander Administrative Wing, the gift of the 
Presbyterian Women of the Church. 


A fifth grandchild of Dr. Alexander, Frank Alex- 
ander, was present at the unveiling ceremonies, 
but was too young to take part with his brother, 
sister and cousins. Also attending the ceremonies 
were Mrs. John M. Alexander, widow of the pioneer 
in Presbyterian radio and television work; his 
brother and sister-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. James 
Alexander of Jackson, Miss.; daughter and son- 
in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Henry 9 of Atlanta; 
Mrs. John M. Alexander, Jr., and daughter, Mrs. 
George Bryant. 


Dr. P. D. Miller, executive secretary of the Board 
of Church Extension; Dr. J. McDowell Richards, 
president of Columbia Seminary; and Dr. Ernest 
Arnold, president of PRTVC, took part in the 
simple ceremonies. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


The Two-Hundred Twenty-Second Meeting 
of Mecklenburg Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Mecklenburg met in its Stated 
Fall Meeting at Camp Stewart, Charlotte, N. C., 
on Tuesday, September 16. The retiring Moder- 
ator, Rev. Robert Turner, led the opening wor- 
ship service, assisted by the Rev. J. R. Hobson. 
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was admin- 
istered by the Rev. Russell Kerr and the Rev. 
Stewart Ritchie. 


In honor of the Rev. J. W. Grier, the Moderator 
and various members of the Presbytery congratu- 
lated Mr. Grier on the occasion of the fiftieth 
anniversary of his entrance into the Presbytery 
of Mecklenburg and offered to him words of love 
and respect. Those words were endorsed by the 
Presbytery with a rising vote. Mr. Grier responded 
with words of thanks and appreciation to the Pres- 
bytery and gave some informative words of rem- 
iniscence about the days gone by in the Presbytery 
of Mecklenburg. A prayer of appreciation was 
led by the Rev. A. T. Taylor. Mr. James M. 
Reading was received under the care of Mecklen- 
burg Presbytery as a candidate for the ministry. 


Two ministers were received, Rev. E. M. Huff- 
stettler, who recently accepted the call to the 
Ellerbe Presbyterian Church, and the Rev. Frank 
M. Kincaid, who has accepted a call extended to 
him by the Pleasant Hill Presbyterian Church. 


Presbytery appointed the following members 
to serve as a Commission to install the Rev. Frank 
Kincaid as Pastor of the Pleasant Hill Presbyterian 
Church on Sunday, October 5, 1958, at 7:30 P. M.: 
Rev. J. S. Garner to preside and ropound the 
Constitutional Questions, the Rev. Jo oe Stowe to 
preach, the Rev. T. D. Williams to deliver the 
charge to the pastor, Dr. R. A. Young to lead 
in prayer, Elder Price Robinson to deliver the 
charge to the congregation, and Elder C. L. Choate, 
alternate. | 


The following Commission was appointed to in- 
stall the Rev. E. M. Huffstettler as pastor of the 
Ellerbe aa Church on Sunday, October 
5, at 4:00 P. M.: Rev. Carl Miller to preside 
and propound the Constitutional Questions, the 
Rev. Edwin O. Byrd, Jr., to preach the sermon, 
the Rev. Jack Morrison to deliver the charge 
to the congregation, and the Rev. J. ‘ 
Lloyd to deliver the charge to the minister. The 


a comprehensive study of prayer 
TEACH ME TO PRAY 


Every minister, superintendent, teacher, leader .. . 
in fact, every Christian recognizes the need for effec- 
tual, effective prayer but many acknowledge a lack 
of knowing how to pray. In his challenging book, 
Dr. Murch opens the door to a vital and satisfactory 
prayer experience. Practical. Inspiring. 


For your own devotional reading, for prayer meet- 
ing or special study classes on prayer. 


Teach Me to Pray, James DeForest Murch. 3230 . $2.50 


From your Bookstore, or 


PAGE 18 


STANDARD PUBLISHING, Cincinnati Key SP-10 


THE SOUTHERN PREBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


ta 
iP: 

ere 

x 

| 
| 
| 
| 

aks | 
4 

4 

| 
aE 

Sta 

§ 

§ 

| 

+ 

+ 

7 

— 
; 


following elders of the Ellerbe Church were ap- 
pointed as members of the Commission: Messrs. 
R. J. Chappell, R. L. Cox, T. A. Henderson, D. R. 
McAskill, W. S. McRae, and D. C. Parsons. 


The next Stated Meeting of Mecklenburg Pres- 
bytery will be held in the Biscoe Presbyterian 
Church on January 27, 1959. 


Davidson—With an all-time high enrollment of 
900 students, Davidson College formally began 
its first academic year under the leadership of 
President D. Grier Martin on Wednesday, Sep- 
tember 17. President Martin, former treasurer of 


the college, was elected to his present position in — 


May. 


- A new course in Russian is being offered for 
the first time on a full scale, and will be taught 
by Dr. Joseph E. A. Alexis, Visiting Professor of 
Modern Languages. Dr. Howard French of the 
German department conducted an experimental 
course in Russian last year. 


New Assistant Professor of English is Richard 
James Calhoun of Jackson, Tenn. He received his 
A.B. degree from Peabody College, Nashville, 
Tenn., and the M.A. degree from Johns Hopkins 
University. He has completed work for the Ph.D. 
degree at the University of North Carolina and 
will receive the degree next year. 


Another new addition to the faculty is Glenn 
Carlos Lindsey of Barnesville, Ga., who will teach 
Business Administration. He received the B.B.A. 
degree in 1957 and the Master of B.A. degree in 
1958 from the University of Georgia. — 


Maxton—Registration closed for the fall se- 
mester at Presbyterian Junior College on Monday 
at noon with 220 day students and 10 night 
students enrolled. 


Statesville — The Twelfth Annual Fall Rally 
of the Men of Concord Presbytery will be held 
in the Presbyterian Orphans Home, Barium 
Springs, North Carolina, Tuesday, September 30, 
1958, according to an announcement by Edgar 
Readling, President, Concord. 


Rally speaker will be T. Mack Blackburn, Presi- 
dent of Assembly’s Men’s Council, Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. Mr. Blackburn’s subject will be, 
“My Responsibilities.”’ 


Reports will be made on the activities of men 
in the work of the church and officers for 1959 
will be elected and installed. 


Supper will be served, 5:30 - 7:00 p. m._ Rev. 
Crawford White, Concord, will lead the men in 
a song service at Little Joe’s Presbyterian Church, 
7:00 p. m. The Rally program will begin at 
7:30 p. m. in the Church. : 


More than 650 men attended the Rally last year. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Clinton—A record total of 542 students enrolled 
at Presbyterian College for the start of the fall 
semester, Registrar Roslyn Martin announced today. 


She pointed out that PC had more applicants 
for this 78th session than ever before—rejecting 
more than two of every three—and a longer waiting 
list of qualified students. 


Thirty-eight co-eds are included among the 542. 


students currently enrolled at Presbyterian. 
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THE LORD IS WORKING 
in the HOLY LAND 


A WAIF 


A WAIL 


AND 


A WAY 


to alleviate the suffering of the Lord’s little 
‘“lambs’’ in Israel. 

Our obligation towards these needy ones is 
increasing. 

Who will help us to nurture the children in 
the Gospel? 


HEADQUARTERS: 


The American European Bethel Mission. Inc. 
252 N. Dillon St. Dept. SP Los Angeles 26, Calif. 


The student roster shows 15 states, Korea and 
Bermuda represented on the PC campus. 


South Carolina leads with a vast majority of 
312 students. Georgia, the state whose Presby- 
terians also support PC, runs second with 96. 
North Carolina has 71; Florida, 18; Virginia, 9; 
Alabama, 7; Pennsylvania, 7; Kentucky, 5; Ten- 
nessee, 3; Mississippi, 2; New York, 2; California, 


2; and Indiana, Ohio and West Virginia, all 1 each. 


The Republic of South Korea has five young 
men attending Presbyierian College this session, 
and Bermuda sent one. 


TEXAS 


_ Dr. John F. Anderson, Jr., Accepts Call 
to Orlando, Florida 


Dallas — Dr. John F. Anderson, Jr., pastor of 
First Presbyterian Church in Dallas, has resigned 
to become pastor of the First Presbyterian Church 
in Orlando, Florida. 


Dr. Anderson announced his resignation at a 
meeting of the elders and deacons, Sunday, Sep- 
tember 21 and by a personal letter to the 1800 


homes in the church membership Monday. 


Dr. Anderson has been pastor of the Dallas 
church for the past seven years; however, he has 
had official connections over a period of sixteen 
years, having been student assistant pastor under 
the late Dr. Frank Brown. 


In a statement Dr. Anderson said, “I have made 
this decision under real emotional stress. It is 
not easy to leave the church which my grand- 
father built and which has given me so many rich 
experiences. Nor is it easy to leave the familiar 
scenes of the city where I was reared and the 
many friends that we have made. 
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